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Proposal Submitted by Plantation Civil Society 
 

Electoral Changes and Delimitations of Local Authority Boundaries 

 

We have pleasure to refer to your advertisement in the Daily News of 29th April 2010 calling for 

recommendations and suggestions on the above. We had organized a discussion on 12.05.2010 at Sri Lanka 

Foundation Institute for which we had invited representatives of civil society organizations, trade unions, 

political parties and academics, intellectuals and other concerned individuals of the Indian Origin Community. 

We, submit here below the suggestions, based on the consensus reached at in the workshop. In the first 

instance, the Indian origin Tamil people are densely populated in the Uva, Central and Sabaragamuwa Provinces, 

while there are also these people residing in the other provinces. 

 

We trust that you may be aware that a vast majority of the Indian origin community are resident and workers in 

the plantations. From the very period of the colonial era, their settlements had been excluded from the local 

government purview and never been recognized as Grama Wasam under the Grama Niladari Division. In the 

various delimitation exercises too there had been no serious attempt to vest the plantation settlement in the 

Local Authority. 

  

Declare each estate as a Grama Wasama 

The report of select committee of Parliament on electoral reforms under the Chairmanship of Hon. Dinesh 

Gunawardena emphasizes (2007) “… to increase the participation of the community and community 

organizations and to facilitate the management and diversification of development and economic needs of the 

area and ensure a democratic representation of minorities and communities.” 

Taking into consideration the above recommendation and the imperative need of the Indian Origin Community, 

we submit the following for your consideration.  

 

There are 450 large plantations coming under Regional Plantation Companies, and SLSPC/JEDB. Apart from 

them, there are another 200 fairly large plantations coming under private companies. Further, there are hundreds 

of small plantations consisting of 25 –100 families.  
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The larger estates consist of more than three divisions. Each division consists of 50 to 250 families and the total 

population ranges between 1500 and 3000. The small plantations consist of 300 to 500 population. 

Taking into consideration the population, we recommend that you declare all these larger plantations (450) as 

new Grama Wasamas.  

 Wherever the community lives in the smaller plantations close to the villages or larger plantations then those 

plantations either be placed under the proposed new Grama Wasama or an existing Grama Wasama and 

declared as villages. 

Increase of Grama Niladari Division 

According to the accepted criteria where there are 1500 eligible voters, such plantations be declared as a new 

Grama Niladari Division. Where there are, in a plantation, more than 2500 eligible voters such plantations be 

divided into two Grama Sevaka Units. 

Increase of Divisional Secretariat Divisions 

At present it is believed that a Divisional Secretariat should covers 20,000 – 30,000 on the basis of the growth of 

the population and access to development and administrative facilities. We are of the view that if a unit covers a 

community of less than 25,000, it will have greater access to development. We suggest the following new 

Divisional Secretariats; 
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 Increase of Sub-Divisional Secretariats 

Taking into consideration the geographical locations of the hill country, we recommend creating of sub- 

divisional secretariats. The increase of sub- divisional secretariats will reduce the burden of the ordinary citizens 

and increase the efficiency of administration. Therefore, we request the sub divisional secretariats be increased 

where necessary. 

  

Increase of Tamil staff in the Divisional Secretariats and appointing of Tamil Grama Niladaries 

Government has gazetted a number of Divisional Secretariats as dual language secretariats. However, yet the 

Tamil speaking people are unable to obtain the basic services of these offices due to absence of Tamil or Tamil 

proficient staff. Further, due to inadequate Tamil Grama Niladaries the Indian Origin Tamil community faces a 

number of problem such as in obtaining birth certificates, identity cards and registering their names in the 

electoral list. Therefore we request the commission to give due consideration to  this burning issue by 

recommending increase of Tamil staff in the Divisional Secretariat and appointing of Tamil Grama Niladaries.  
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