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(Plantation culturalgroup in the early
Ls period)
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A Memory to Last

The tea industry, which brings in a
considerable proportion of Sri
Lanka’s national revenue, inherits
centuries of historical importance
through means of socio-economic,
cultural and political significance. Sri
Lanka has been supplying tea to the
global market for the'past two
hundred years as a result of the

introduction of the crop to the country.

by the British colonialist in 1824.
Since the residents of Sri Lanka,
principally the Sinhalese population
of the country, rejected the colonial
rule, the British-hadstosimport South*
Indian Tamil Speaking workers ‘il
1824 as a cheap labour.force to work
in the tea estates cultivated in Sri

Lanka, and they :were brought into the

depché
these plaritae®

unfortunately it should be not€d tha
these Tamil speaking Indian migrants
are still alienated and kept aside from

the developmental processes of the
country. It is ironic that gpopulation
that does.so much for the economy of

identity that has not L‘P en studied oz ]
looked into in details They bro n

their own cultural’traits with the}";:d“_"_'

migration, and throughan
understanding of their historical
journey only would it be able for-us to
appreciate, value and workufor the
betterment of this population wWhich
keeps the heart of motherLanka- !
beating. To full fill this.task; the® ™
Institute of Social Development

. created'the Toa.PIantatlon Workers

Museum in order to enhghten. the kA
! Wrder commumty about the lives of

the tea Plantatlon workers in Srl A
A L

country till 1941, The foad ori-which" . =+

these labourers traveled; both
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(Plantation women at work)

Main Goals

ePreserving and proteeting the

B ¢ultural heritage-and history of the
I Indian origifi plantation community. _

*Collecting and protecting the, .*
artifacts and displaying. :

*Recording and teleoastmg the oral £
history. -

*Prompfing cultuiél'hérmo'ny'

; ._-Pub’lrshmg the oral h1§tory and ol .. ;

folklore o, e

T ‘Promung eth'mc harmony th,rough

h,rghhght‘mg the eo'ntrrbutlon of the™
plantatron"cqmmumty for the'

: Jeq:on'o’tme development of the Qountry
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f the
has ep,arate "-
it different types
sec.tron is created
an 1ns1ght about the life style
of the plantation works 'who live in
line rooms.

The second, third and fourth sections
consist of very old artifacts which
were collected through out the yearsii
Thelast section consists of aslibrary
which-includes variousi#types ofrare
books, journal§ and articles.

Adequate-accommodation and
parking facilities are alsoavailable.
The'idyllic climate and the beautiful

#“surtoundings would be perfect for
students-and research'persons to. carry J
out thelr work peacefully

Exh'ibif_s;'- A7
The ex'h1b1ts atthe’ ‘musdam lnclude F

Varlous artlfacts suchas:* *
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A traditional costume-used for folk
dance

Kumba'is usedas a rice bowl by the

past
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Water tumblers and tea cups and
Nuwara

sauces made of copper.
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A collection of Wriﬁ:men%]s on Gampola

plantation industry, Socialllife-and

B\ hlstory of the plantatlo.n commumty

Old New (200
Peacock yards)
Factory To
Nayap
Doragala
Road (4km)

Paradeka
Junction

Tea Plantation Worker Museum
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" v Institute’of Social Development
: No ' 37, Bodhiyangana Mawatha,

and Archive
Ramadoraiwatte.
Doragala Road,

*Gampala, Doragala.

Tel: 0602849421

Ka'ﬁdy Office
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